The Sussover Gonz?’ooeﬂsy

by Michael Burman and Les Chapman

/) E WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN THIS  the killing of the lamb is mentionedwould have killed their lambs
article by asking the reader éhere. God commanded Israel to kilbetween the end of the 13th day and
question: On which day of thethe lamb at twilight on the four-the beginning of the 14th day.
month is the Lord’s Passover? teenth day of the first month. The This is confirmed in Leviticus
There are some who believe thaEnglish word twilight has been23:4—-6, where it says: “These are
the Passover is to be kept on th&anslated from the original Hebrewthe feasts of the @rp, holy convo-
fourteenth day of the first monthword 27 (ereb, Strong’s cations which you shall proclaim at
(Nisan), while others claim that itConcordance, entry no. 6153)their appointed times. On the four-
should be observed on the fifteenthwhich meanglusk, eveningyr sun- teenth day of the first month at twi-
But who is right? Which day of theset Dusk occurs at the going dowright is the LorD's Passover. And on
month reflects the correct biblicalof the sun (sunset) or between ththe fifteenth day of the same month
teaching? Is it the 14th of Nisan otwo evenings (Deuteronomy 16:6). is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to
the 15th? In Genesis 1:5 we are told thatthe Lorp; seven days you must eat
Our intention is to confirm the “God called the light Day, and theunleavened bread.” The Bible clear-
biblical teaching of 14th Nisan asdarkness He called Night. So thdy states that the Passover occurs on
being the correct date on which teevening and the morning were theéhe 14th day of the first month at
observe the Passover, and to provest day.” The English word eveningtwilight. The Bible does not say that
why 15th Nisan is an unbiblical datehas also been translated from ththe Passover and the Feast of
for the observance of this festivalsame Hebrew worderelh which Unleavened Bread are together to be
With an open mind let us carefullymeans dusk or sunset. kept on the 15th.
review this solemn Feast Day. As So the beginning of each new Now there are some who will say
with all biblically-related subjects it day, according to the Bible, is athat the children of Israel actually
is important to begin our study afteisunse{not midnight or sunrise). An killed their lambs between the
having established an accuratevening followed by a morningevening that marked the end of the
premise. make up one complete 24-hour dayl4th and the beginning of the 15th.
With this in mind let us look into It is important to remember that inHowever, each new 24-hour day
the Bible to find out the date that itGod'’s calendar each new day beginsegins in the evening; therefore, if
gives for the observance ofin the evening. the children of Israel had killed their
Passover. Let us now examine Numberdambs between the evening ending
14th versus 15th 9:2-3, which explains: “Let the chil-the 14th and beginning the 15th,
dren of Israel keep the Passover at itkey would have observed the
“Your lamb shall be without blem- appointed time. On the fourteenthiLord’s Passover on the 15th day of
ish, a male of the first year. You mayday of this month, at twilight, you the first month and not the 14th day
take it from the sheep or from theshall keep it at its appointed time.” as God had instructed.
goats. Now you shall keep it until the Notice carefully that the children After each household had killed a
fourteenth day of the same monthof Israel were to keep the Passovéamb, God commanded the people,
Then the whole assembly of the coren the fourteenth day of the firstsaying: “And they shall take some of
gregation of Israel shall kill it at twi- month at twilight. We have alreadythe blood and put it on the two door-
light... So this day shall be to you aestablished that the English twilightposts and on the lintel of the houses
memorial; and you shall keep it as &as been translated from a Hebrewhere they eat it. Then they shall eat
feast to the brp throughout your word meaning dusk, and the book athe flesh on that night; roasted in
generations. You shall keep it as &enesis revealed that one completee, with unleavened bread and with
feast by an everlasting ordinance24-hour day begins at the goingitter herbs they shall eat it... For |
(Exodus 12:6, 14). down of the sun (Genesis 1:5, 8, 13vill pass through the land of Egypt
An important aspect in regards td9, 23, 31). The children of Israelon that night, and will strike
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all the firstborn in the land of Passover. eat the flesh on that night; roasted in
Egypt... Now the blood shall be a However, the lamb is at timesfire, with unleavened bread and with
sign for you on the houses whereeferred to as the Passover, but onlyitter herbs they shall eat it”
you are. And when | see the blood, because it was slaughtered on th@&xodus 12:8)7?
will pass over you; and the plaguelay of the Passover, i.e. the day on Those who claim that the
shall not be on you to destroy yowhich God had passed over th&assover is on the 15th have used
when | strike the land of Egypt” houses of the children of Israel.  the above Scripture to substantiate
(Exodus 12:7-8, 12, 13). If the lamb had not been sacritheir belief. Because the children of

After God, via Moses, hadficed and its blood had not been puisrael were commanded to eat
explained to the children of Israelon the two door posts and on the lindnleavened bread on the night of the
tel of their houses, thePassover meal, some individuals are

lf the day aﬂer the Passover would not havenow teaching that the Passover meal

occurred, and their firstbornmust have been eaten on the night of

Passovel’ IS the would not have been deliv-the 15th, the first annual Holy Day

ered from death. Theof the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

15th, then the day Passover sacrifice tookBut after carefully examining all rel-

place during the twilight evant Scriptures pertaining to the

Of th e Pa ssover period ending the 13th daynight of the Passover meal, there is

of the month and beginningno solid proof of that meal ever hav-

the 14th day, whereas thdng taken place on 15th Nisan.
mUSt be the 14th actual Passover was not Leviticus 23:4-6 explains:
until midnight on that night “These are the feasts of the#rb,
that the Passover lamb was to bef the 14th (Exodus 12:29). holy convocations which you shall

killed at dusk on the 14th day, He To deny the 14th day of the firstproclaim at there appointed times.
then told them to put some of themonth as being the correct date o®n the fourteenth day of the first
blood on the two doorposts and omwhich to observe Passover is tononth at twilight is the &rD's
the lintel of the houses where theyppenly reject the inspired word ofPassover. And on the fifteenth day
were to eat it. God. Notice very carefully what theof the same month is the Feast of
They where to eat it roasted thaBible says about Israel's eventuaUnleavened Bread to theokb;
night. But what night is the Bible departure from the Egyptiansiseven days you must eat unleavened
referring to? Was it the night of the*They departed from Rameses irbread.”
15th? No! It was not. Why? Becauséhe first month, on the fifteenth day Notice that the Passover is not the
God had commanded them to of the month; on the day after thel5th, but the 14th. And notice, too,
observe the Passover on the l4tassover...” (Numbers 33:3). the feast mentioned here is not the
day, not the 15th. When did the children of Israell4th (though the Passover is else-
finally depart from the land of where called a feast), but the feast
Egypt? We are told that they departday is the 15th.
Let us now consider the claim, byed from the land of Egypt on the Therefore the Passover cannot be
some, that the lambs which thel5th day of the month. Was that thédentified as one of the seven days
Israelites slaughtered were thelay of the Passover? No! It was nobf Unleavened Bread. The Holy
Passover. Does the Bible refer to thit was the day after the Passover. Bible confirms the date of the
killing of the lamb as the Passover? It figures then, that if the day afterPassover as 14th Nisan, and
Speaking of the Passover we readhe Passover is the 15th, then thexplains very clearly that 15th
“And it shall be, when your childrenday of the Passover must be thllisan, the day after the Passover, is
say to you, ‘What do you mean byl4th. Therefore the correct date othe Feast of Unleavened Bread —
this service?’ that you shall say, ‘It iswhich to observe the Passover is theeven days (Numbers 28:16-17).
the Passover sacrifice of themp, 14th, not the 15th day of the firstBut there are passages of Scripture
who passed over the houses of thaonth. that appear contradictory.
children of Israel in Egypt when He he Eati £ Unl d In Luke 22:7 we read: “Then
struck the Egyptians and delivere € Laling of Unleavene came the Day of Unleavened Bread,
our households...”” (Ex. 12:26-27). read when the Passover must be killed.”
The lamb is here referred to a®Vhy did God command the childrenThis passage of Scripture appears to
“the Passover sacrifice”, not theof Israel, saying: “Then they shallbe saying that the Passover sacrifice

The Lamb and the Passover
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was killed on the 15th. But why? Ittime involved in the actual killing of ally held that two originally dis-

is true that by New Testament timethe lambs and the various ceremoni- tinct feasts were combined into
the Jews did kill the Passover lamial rituals that were performed after- one. (Vol. 10, page 1068).
between the evenings of the 1l4tlwards, the Jews decided to wait until The original Passover sacrifice,
and 15th. After killing their lambs the daylight part of the 14th beforeand the eating of it was formally
on the evening ending the 14th theglaying the lambs. kept on 14th Nisan, 24 hours prior
would then enter their houses and The remainder of the lambsto the festival of Unleavened Bread

prepare the Passover meal on theould finally have been killed which was held on 15th Nisan.

night of the 15th. But why did theybetween the evenings of the 14th

In later times it [the Festival

eat the Passover meal on the night @hd 15th, shortly prior to the first of Unleavened Bread] included
the 15th? Biblical history providesannual Holy Day of the Feast of three rites which appear to have

us with an answer.
One can be somewhat more

Unleavened Bread.

The Interpreter’s Dictionary of

precise in estimating the time the Bible Vol. 3, page 664, explains:

when the Feasts of Passover and
Unleavened Bread were com-
bined into one festival. This event
is connected to the centralization
of the Israelites under Josia, king
of Judah (c. 640-60Q£x).

That is reflected in the
Deuteronomic tradition of the
Pentateuch. Josia’s Passover (2
Kings 23:21-23; 2 Chronicles
35:1-19) is described as unique
since the most ancient times, and
the Deuteronomic ordinances
(Deuteronomy 23:1-8) insist
that the feast must be celebrated
at the Jerusalem Temple.

Josia had made the shepherd
Passover a pilgrimage festival as
well, and since it nearly coincid-
ed in time with the Feast of
Unleavened Bread — and also
in its connotations, the latter
recalling the hardships of the
Israelites’ flight — the two were
eventually held to be parts of
one festival. New Catholic
Encyclopaedia Vol. 10, page
1069).

But basically the Passover
referred to the eve of the first
day, the fourteenth day of the
month (Leviticus 23:5, etc.), on
which the sacrifice of the
Passover lamb took place, while
the Feast of Unleavened Bread
(Leviticus 23:6, etc.) applied to
the seven days following.

This indicates a recollection
that there were two separate
units or feasts in the single com-
plex of observances. But this
distinction was not carefully
kept (cf. Luke 22:7). Because
the two observances fell at the
same time, and also because the
Passover proper lasted only a
single night, this was almost
impossible. E.g., the removal of
leaven had to be completed
before the slaying of the
Passover sacrifice took place
(Deuteronomy 16:4); and the
term “Passover” was used for all
the festival days (Deuteronomy
16:2-3; Ezekiel 45:21-25).
Quoting again from theNew

According to the above quote theCatholic Encyclopaedia

Passover and the Days of
Unleavened Bread — originally two

separate feast days — were com-

The oldest Biblical allusions
to the festival (Exodus 23:15;
34:18) do not mention the name

been originally distinct: (1) the
paschal meal, or Passover prop-
er, (2) the seven-day festival of
Unleavened Bread, (3) the wave
offering of the first sheaf
(omer). (Encyclopaedia of
Religion and Ethics Vol. 5,
page 864).

The Passover sacrifice was
clearly in the evening between
the 13th and 14th Nisan, and the
Passover meal was eaten on the
night of the 14th until it was
wrongly moved forward by 24
hours to provide enough time to
sacrifice the lambs and perform
all of the various ceremonial rit-
uals within the Jerusalem
Temple. In New Testament
times the Passover victim was
ritually slaughtered in the
Temple, but the meal could be
eaten in any house within the
city bounds.

After the destruction of the
Temple inap 70, any possibility
of slaughtering the victim in rit-
ual manner utterly ceased, and
the Jewish Passover reverted
back to the family festival it had
been in the earliest days — the
wheel had turned full circle.
(New Bible Dictionary page
938).

bined into one festival. Instead of Passover but enjoin the keeping Christ — our Passover

killing the Passover lambs between of the Feast of Unleavened
the evenings of the 13th and 14th, Bread for 7 days in the spring
the time of the sacrifice was moved month Abib (the old name for
forward so that the lambs could be Nisan). Since in the later text eat unleavened bread on the night of
ceremonially immolated at the this observance forms part of the Passover? We read in the New
Jerusalem Temple. Because of thethe Passover festival, it is gener- Testament: “Knowing that you were

We shall now provide an answer to
our earlier question. Why did God
command the children of Israel to
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not redeemed with corruptiblechildren of Israel were commandedread and with bitter herbs. But after
things, like silver or gold, from your to eat unleavened bread on the niglthe Passover sacrifice had been eaten
aimless conduct received by tradief the Passover meal because thieey remained in their houses until
tion from your fathers, but with thelamb that they were eating was repmorning. This means that the chil-
precious blood of Christ, as of aesentative of Christ, who wasdren of Israel could not have been
lamb without blemish and withoutunleavened — i.e. without sin. Asbrought out of Egypt on the night of
spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). Christians today we are not requirethe Passover meal. How then could
Revelation 5:6, 12 reveals: “And Ito sacrifice a lamb on the night ofthe Passover meal, and the Passover
looked, and behold, in the midst othe Passover (Matthew 26:26—28; itself — i.e. the time God actually
the throne and of the four livingCorinthians 11:23-26). passed over the Israelite houses —
creatures, stood a lamb as though it Our Passover sacrifice — Chrishave been on the 15th?
had been slain... ‘Worthy is the— died once so that the whole of If it had been the night of the
lamb who was slain to receivemankind (Romans 6:10) could havd5th, then the only night that God
power and riches and wisdom andn opportunity of being freed fromcould have brought them out of the
strength and honour and glory anthe penalty of sin. As ancient Israeland of Egypt would have been the
blessing!"” was commanded to eat unleavendadllowing night — 16th Nisan. Now
Finally, in 1 Corinthians 5:7 we bread during the Passover meal, swtice what Moses explains to the
read: “...For indeed Christ, ourChristians today are to do likewisgyeople of Israel: “And Moses said to
Passover, was sacrificed for us.”  (Luke 22:15-19). the people: ‘Remember this day in
There is a link between Christ —, .. which you went out of Egypt, out of
our Passover Lamb — and the orig[\llght of Passover Meal the house of bondage; for by
inal Passover sacrifice which isWe shall now review the time ofstrength of hand the Lord brought
essential for us to recognise. Thésrael's exodus from Egyptian capyou out of this place. No leavened
Old Testament Passover lamb wativity. bread shall be eaten. On this day
sacrificed on the night of 14th Nisan Beginning in Deuteronomy 16:1,you are going out, in the month
and its blood was put on the twowe read: “Observe the month AbibAbib... Seven days you shall eat
doorposts and on the lintel of thgNisan], and keep the Passover tanleavened bread, and on the sev-
houses where it was to be eatetthe Lord your God, for in the monthenth day there shall be a feast to the
Then, on that night (14th) at mid-of Abib the Lorb your God brought LorD'” (Exodus 13:3-4, 6).
night the death angel passed througfou out of Egypt by night” The God’s people were to eat unleav-
the streets killing the firstborn of theabove Scripture undoubtedly revealsned bread on the night that He
Egyptians. But God passed over ththat God brought the children ofbrought them out of Egypt. Seven
houses of the Israelites where thisrael out of Egypt by night. This isdays they were to eat unleavened
blood from the lamb was and delivimportant to note, because, estalibread. Again, if the Israelites had
ered their firstborn from death. Thdishing the night on which Godremained in their homes until morn-
original Passover was a temporarprought His people out of Egypting, and if the Passover meal had
institution  foreshadowing thehelps us to determine the night obeen on 15th Nisan, the only night
prophesied death of Jesus Christ. the Passover meal. they could have gone out of Egypt
When we repent and accept the Notice carefully what is men-would have been 16th Nisan.
sacrifice of Christ for the forgive-tioned in Exodus 12:8-10: “ThenHowever, if they were brought out
ness and remission of our sins, anithey shall eat the flesh on that nightpf Egypt on the night of the 16th
are baptised for the receiving of theoasted in fire, with unleavenedthey would not have been able to eat
Holy Spirit, then God passes ovebread and with bitter herbs theynleavened bread for seven days as
our iniquity and delivers us from theshall eat it. Do not eat it raw, norGod had instructed. God said that
penalty of sin — death. Thereforepoiled at all with water, but roastedhey were to eat unleavened bread
the Old Testament Passover lamim fire — its head with its legs andfor seven days, beginning on the
was to be eaten with unleaveneds entrails. You shall let none of itnight that He brought them out of
bread because of what it was synremain until morning, and whatthe land of Egypt.
bolically representing. remains of it until morning you shall The Festival of Unleavened
It was symbolic of Christ, who burn with fire.” Bread began on 15th Nisan and con-
was without sin (1 Peter 1:19). During the night of the Passovetinued over a seven day period
Since leavened products are a synthke children of Israel roasted thdLeviticus 23:6) ending on 21st
bol of sin (1 Corinthians 5:7-8), thelamb and then ate it with unleavenetlisan (Exodus 12:18). If ancient
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Israel were brought out of Egypt byso that he did not allow God’s peoplel2:22). Clearly Moses and Aaron
the night of the 16th they wouldto leave the land. When Pharaoh hadould not have gone outside the
only have had six days to eat unleauwold Moses that he did not want tadoor of their houses, firstly because
ened bread, not seven days as Gage him again, Moses replied by saysod had commanded them not to,
had commanded. ing, “lI will never see your face and secondly because Moses had
Remember, they were to eatgain.” This is a helpful passage o$aid to Pharaoh: “I will never see
unleavened bread for seven dayScripture providing us with furtheryour face again”.
beginning on the night that Godproof rejecting 15th Nisan as the The message related from
brought them out of Egypt. night of the Passover. This willPharaoh to Moses and Aaron would
Beginning the seven-day count fronbecome clear as you read on. have come via a messenger. The
the 15th, however, would have The Bible explains: Bible plainly reveals that God had
enabled them to celebrate the Feast It came to pass at midnight brought His people out of Egypt by
of Unleavened Bread for seven that the lorpstruck all the first-  night (Deuteronomy 16:1). The chil-
days. Therefore, the night on which born in the land of

God had brought the children of Egypt, from the first- There IS a llnk

Israel out of Egypt must have been born of Pharaoh who

the night of the 15th. sat on his throne to the¢ between Chrlst —

The Bible plainly explains that firstborn of the captive

the night of the Passover was the who was in the dun- our Passover Lamb

14th, and that the night after the geon, and all the first-

Passover, the night on which God born of livestock. So O~
brought them out of Egypt, was the Pharaoh rose in thd ~ and the Orlglnal
15th. The night after the Passover night, he, all his ser- ¥
meal (15th Nisan) “is a night of vants, and all the Passover Sacrlflce
solemn observance to the#p for Egyptians; and ther
bringing them out of the land of was a great cry in Egypt, for dren of Israel began their journey on
Egypt. This is that night of the there was not a house where the night of the 15th. Numbers
Lorp, a solemn observance for all there was not one dead. 33:2-3 explains: “Now Moses
the children of Israel throughout  Then he called for Moses and wrote down the starting points of
their generations.” (Exodus 12:42). Aaron by night, and said, ‘Rise their journeys at the command of the
, and go out from among my peo- Lorb. And these are their journeys
God Hardens Pharaoh’s Heart ple, both you and the children of according to their starting points:
Exodus 10:24-25, 27-29 provides Israel. And go, serve theokpas  They departed from Rameses in the
us with additional information: you have said. Also take your first month, on the fifteenth day of
“Then Pharaoh called to Moses and flocks and your herds, as you the month; on the day after the
said, ‘Go, serve thedrp; only let  have said, and be gone; and blessPassover the children of Israel went
your flocks and your herds be kept me also.” And the Egyptians out with boldness in the sight of the
back. Let your little ones also go urged the people, that they might Egyptians.”
with you.” But Moses said, ‘You send them out of the land in  The children of Israel began their
must also give us sacrifices and haste. For they said, ‘We shall all journey from Rameses the night of
burnt offerings, that we might sacri- be dead. (Exodus 12:29-33). the fifteenth, the day after the
fice to the lorpour God.' ...Butthe  On the night of the Passover, aftePassover, and could not have begun
Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart, anthe Lord had struck all the firstborntheir journey on the night which the
he would not let them go. Thenof Egypt, Pharaoh called for Mose$?assover meal had been eaten.
Pharaoh said to him, ‘Get awayand Aaron by night. But would Therefore the night of the Passover
from me! Take heed to yourself andMoses and Aaron have left theimeal, and the night on which God
see my face no more! For in the daliomes and personally received thisad passed over the houses of Israel,
you see my face you shall die"’ Andmessage from the mouth ofcould not have been on 15th Nisan.
Moses said, “You have spoken wellPharaoh? The answer is most defi
| will never see your face again.’” nitely no! God had already com-
Prior to the tenth and final plaguemanded His people, saying, “AndLet us now take a look at a miscon-
to be poured out upon the Egyptiansjone of you shall go out of the doorception relating to Israel's exodus
God had hardened Pharaoh’s heaof his house until morning” (Exodusfrom Egyptian slavery. We shall use

F’Iundering the Egyptians
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the old King James Version of the the people bowed the head andthings as they required. And they
Bible to review this particular event, worshipped. And the children of spoiled the Egyptians.” (Exodus
as the New King James Version can Israel went away, and did as the 12:33-36, King James Version).
be misleading. Lorp had commanded Moses  The children of Israel plundered
Turning to Exodus 11:1-3, we andAaron, so did they” (Exodus the Egyptians during the daylight
read: “And the IrDp said unto 12:21-22, 27-28, King James part of the 14th before finally start-
Moses, Yet will | bring one plague Version). ing their journey from Rameses on
more upon Pharaoh, and upon Moses explained to them whathe night of the 15th.
Egypt; afterwards he will let you gothey were to do with the Pass.ovelglalce of Israel
hence: when he shall let you go, heamb and its blood. And all that
shall surely thrust you out henceMoses had told them to do, inRameses, according to Scripture,
altogether. Speak now in the ears akgards to the Passover lamb, theyas the place from where the chil-
the people, and let every man bomwent and did. Now remember thatlren of Israel departed from the land
row of his neighbour, and everyprior to the Passover meal God hadf Egypt. Robert Jamieson, A.R.
woman of her neighbour, jewels othardened Pharaoh’s heart so that kausset and David Brown’s
silver, and jewels of gold. And thedid not let the children of Israel goCommentary on the Whole Bible
Lorp gave the people favour in the[Exodus 10:27-28). explains: “Rameses... which was
sight of the Egyptians...” God had said that he (Pharaotprobably the capital of Goshen, and,
It has been taught in the past thatrould only let them go after theby direction of Moses, the place of
the children of Israel collected thedeath of the Egyptians’ firstborn. Itgeneral rendezvous previous to their
articles of silver and gold prior to thewas only after the Egyptians hadleparture.”
night of the Passover meal. But is thigvitnessed the horror of that plague The children of Israel had to
biblically correct? Just what does thehat they were willing to let the chil-leave their dwelling place in the
Bible reveal about this event? dren of Israel go from among themland of Goshen and assemble them-
Two questions come to mindGod new that the spirit of theselves in the city of Rameses before
after reading the above Scriptures: Egyptian people would be brokertheir departure out of the land of
1. When did Moses relate thisafter the death of their firstborn.  Egypt. At this point it is important to
information to the people? Not until then did the Israelitesnote that Rameses was a supply city
2. When did God give the chil- have favour in the sight of thethat had been built by the Israelites
dren of Israel favour in the sight ofEgyptians. That is why God hadprior to the birth of Moses (Exodus
the Egyptians? said to them: “And thus shall ye eail:11). Situated near a border it was
Firstly, Moses did not tell the it [the Passover sacrifice]; with yourfortified in case of enemy invasion,
people what the Lord had spokeroins girded, your shoes on yourand was not the residence of Israel
until after Aaron and he had finishedeet, and your staff in your hand;prior to their journey out of Egypt.

s Departure

speaking with Pharaoh. and ye shall eat it in haste...” The Commentary on the Whole
Then Moses called for all the (Exodus 12:11, King JamesBible (Jamieson, et. al.) states:
elders of Israel, and said unto \Version). These two store places

them, Draw out and take you a  Then, on the morning of 14th (Pithom and Raamses) were in
lamb according to your families, Nisan, “the Egyptians were urgent the land of Goshen; and being
and kill the passover. And ye upon the people, that they might situated near a border liable to
shall take a bunch of hyssop, send them out of the land in haste; invasion, they were fortified
and dip it in the blood that is in for they said, We be all dead men. cities (cf. 2 Chron. 11-12).
the bason, and strike the lintel And the people took their dough Pithom (GreelPatumos lay on
and the two side posts with the before it was leavened, their knead- the eastern Pelusiac branch of
blood that is in the bason; and ing-troughs being bound up in their the Nile, about twelve Roman
none of you shall go out at the clothes upon their shoulders. And miles from Heliopolis; and
door of his house until the the children of Israel did according Raamses (also spelt Ramases),
morning. “...It is the sacrifice of to the word of Moses; and they bor- called by the LXX Hero6polis,
the LorD's passover, who rowed of the Egyptians jewels of sil- lay between the same branch of
passed over the houses of the ver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: the Nile and the Bitter Lakes.
children of Israel in Egypt, And the LorDp gave the people These two fortified cities were
when he smote the Egyptians, favour in the sight of the Egyptians, situated, therefore, in the same
and delivered our houses. And so that they lent unto them such valley; and the fortifications,
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which Pharoah (not Thothmes 16:1 has been translated from thBassover to the drp your God,
lll, who is supposed to have original Hebrew word™ (layelah, from the flock and the herd, in the
been the king of Egypt at the Strong’s Concordanceno. 3915) place where the drDp chooses to
time of the Exodus) command- which means “a twist (away of theput His name. You shall eat no leav-
ed to be built around both, had light), i.e. night”. In other words, no ened bread with it; seven days you
probably the same common light was visible when they departedshall eat unleavened bread with it,
object, of obstructing the from Rameses. that is, the bread of affliction (for
entrance into Egypt, which this But on the night of the Passoveyou came out of the land of Egypt
valley furnished the enemy from meal, God commanded the peoplén haste), that you may remember
Asia (Hengstenberg). “...And none of you
God’s instructions to His peopleshall go out of the door “ ,,
were: “And thus you shall eat it [theof his house until The WOI’d PaSSOVGI’

Passover sacrifice]: with a belt ormorning” (Ex 12:22).

your waist, your sandals on your The word morning can I’e/ate tO the
feet, and your staff in your hand. Sdhas been translate 0 h
you shall eat it in haste. It is thefrom the Hebrew word VICtIm or tO the
LorD's Passover” (Exodus 12:11). TpP3 (boger, concor- g
But why were they to eat thedance no. 1242) ang f@StIV&I Of Passover
Passover sacrifice in haste, witimeans “dawn (as the
their belt on their waist, sandals orbreak of day); generally
their feet, and staff in their hands? Imorning:— (+) day, early, morning,the day in which you came out of
was because they had to collect artmorrow”. Genesis 1.5 explains:the land of Egypt all the days of
cles of silver, gold and clothing“God called the light Day, and theyour life.”
from the Egyptians before meetinglarkness He called Night. So the Butthose who believe the Lord’s
at the assembly point in Rameses. evening [darkness of Night] and thé?assover to be on 15th Nisan quote
When they were all gatheredmorning [light of Day] were the first the above passage to substantiate
together, God organised His peoplday.” The word night here is the saméheir belief. But why? Their reason-
according to their armies (Numberddebrew word used in Deuteronomyng is based on the word Passover.
33:1) before they departed fronil6:1 b”‘? layelah, and undoubtedly Believing that the word Passover in
Rameses on the night of the firstefers to total darkness. this Scripture refers to the paschal
annual Holy Day of the Feast of The wordmorningin Genesis 1:5 lamb, it is inferred that the Lord’s
Unleavened Bread. “So you shalls the same Hebrew word used ifPassover is on 15th Nisan. Because
observe the Feast of Unleavenelixodus 12:22 T2 bogel), and the Scripture says that they “shall
Bread, for on this same day | willundoubtedly refers to the break okat no leavened bread with it”, and
have brought your armies out of thelay, a time when light is clearly vis-because of the statement “that you
land of Egypt...” (Exodus 12:17). ible. God'’s people were to remain ilmmay remember the day in which
It is evident from Scripture thattheir homes during the darkness ofou came out of the land of Egypt
the children of Israel left their night and were commanded not tall the days of your life”, they con-
homes on the morning of 14thgo out of the door of their house<lude that the Lord’s Passover can-
Nisan, then, after plundering theuntil the break of day, when lightnot be on 14th Nisan.
Egyptians, they made their way tdegins to appear. How, when The children of Israel departed
the departure point at Ramesescripture clearly proves that therom Rameses on the 15th day of
from where they began their journeysraelites departed from Rameses dhe first month at night. Therefore,
out of the land of Egypt, by nightthe night of 15th Nisan, could theit is assumed, if the children of
(Deuteronomy 16:1). Passover meal, and subsequently therael came out of Egypt on the
So prior to the night of the 15th,time when God passed over theinight of the 15th, and Scripture
the children of Israel had beerhouses delivering their first-born(Deuteronomy 16:2-3) says that
released from slavery and were fre#om the plague of death, possiblfthey are to eat unleavened bread
to leave the land of Egypt. But theithave been on that same night?  with the Passover for seven days,
journey out of Egypt (to eventually . then the Lord’s Passover must be
cross over the border) did not com-—n'Ie Passover in Deuteronomy 16 kept on the night of 15th Nisan.
mence until the night of 15th NisanIln Deuteronomy 16:2-3 we read: But that reasoning is based on a
The word night in Deuteronomy“Therefore you shall sacrifice thefalse premise, as we shall see from
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the Bible. The Hebrew worI®2  the allusion to the continued use the land of Egypt in the sight of all
(pecach concordance no. 6453), of unleavened bread for seven the Egyptians.
translated as Passover, means “adays, whereas the passover itself Christ — Our Example
pretermission, i.e. exemption; used was to be eaten at once. The P
only technically of the Jewish words before us are equivalent We shall now reflect on some of the
Passover (the festival or the vic- to: “[you shall] observe the feast events which occurred prior to
tim):— passover (offering)”. of the passover”. Christ's death. “Now the Feast of
Passover can relate to thetim The term Passover  inUnleavened Bread drew near, which
or to thefestival of Passovdi.e. the Deuteronomy 16:2 does notrefertis called Passover... And He
Days of Unleavened Bread). In thehe paschal lamb, as has be€lChrist] sent Peter and John, saying,
case of Deuteronomy 16:2 the vicproved, but rather to the animalGo and prepare the Passover for us,
tim was not the paschal lamb. Theacrifices offered to God during thehat we may eat’” (Luke 22:1, 8).
Israelites ate the paschal lamb thseven-day Festival of Unleavened On 13th Nisan Christ asked Peter
night God had passed over thenBread, also refered to as the Feaand John to prepare the Passover
and in the morning whateverof Passover. The paschal lamb wdamb. The lamb would have been
remained of the lamb they burnedindoubtedly sacrificed on the nighslaughtered between the evening
with fire (Exodus 12:8-10). of 14th Nisan. It was eaten on thathat marked the end of the 13th and
The Passover mentioned imight, the same night that Godhe beginning of the 14th. The disci-
Deuteronomy 16:2 was to be eatepassed over the houses of the chiples prepared the meal on the night
with unleavened bread for sevemren of Israel, and on the morningf the 14th in a large upper room of
days. How could the paschal lamlof 14th Nisan, the remainder of theChrist's choice (verses 11-12).
be eaten with unleavened bread fdamb was burnt by fire. The Feast “And when the hour had come,
seven days when the remains of f Unleavened Bread was kept foHe sat down, and the twelve apos-
had to be burned by fire the morningeven days, starting on 15th Nisartles with Him. Then He said to
after it was eaten? The paschal lamip remembrance of the day inthem, ‘With fervent desire | have
was sacrificed, roasted and eatemvhich they came out of the land ofdesired to eat this Passover with you
and the remains burnt up in thdegypt. before | suffer; for | say to you, |
space of one day. The Bible makes no mention ofwill no longer eat of it until it is ful-
Unleavened bread could not havéhe Passover meal as having takdilled in the kingdom of God'”
been eaten with the paschal lamb fgslace on 15th Nisan. The Bible(verses 14-16).
seven days. unequivocally states: “On the four-  And supper being ended, the
The Passover mentioned irteenth day of the first month is the devil having already put it into
Deuteronomy 16:2 refers to thePassover of thedrp. And on the the heart of Judas Iscariot,
seven days of the Feast ofifteenth day of this month is the Simon’s son, to betray Him,
Unleavened Bread and to the anifeast; unleavened bread shall be Jesus, knowing that the Father
mal sacrifices offered to God fromeaten for seven days” (Numbers had given all things into His
the flock and the herd during tha28:16-17). hands, and that He had come
seven-day period. Notice what the But, it could be argued, how from God and was going to
following quote has to say incould the Israelites have begun their God, rose from supper and laid
regards to Deuteronomy 16:2, fromourney at night? How would they aside His garments, took a towel
the Commentary on the Wholehave been able to see where theyand girded Himself.

Bible: were going? Notice carefully: “And After that, He poured water
“[You shall] therefore sacri- the Lorbp went before them by day into a basin and began to wash
fice the passover” — not the in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, the disciples’ feet, and to wipe

paschal lamb, which was strictly and by night in a pillar of fire to give them with the towel with which
and properly the passover. The them light, so as to go by day and He was girded. So when He had
whole solemnity is here meant, night. He did not take away the pil- washed their feet, taken His gar-
as is evident from the mention lar of cloud by day or the pillar of ments, and sat down again, He
of the additional victims that fire by night from before the peo- said to them, ‘Do you know
were required to be offered on ple” (Exodus 13:21-22). what | have done to you? You
the subsequent days of the feast On the night of 15th Nisan God call Me teacher and Lord, and
(Numbers 28:18-19; 2 provided His people with light from you say well, for so | am. If |
Chronicles 35:8-9), and from a pillar of fire, and led them out of then, your Lord and Teacher,
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have washed your feet, you also before the first annual high day  Since itis now known that the
ought to wash one another's Sabbath of the Feast of UnleavenedQumran community (Assetic

feet. Bread.

sect of Jews who lived in the

...When Jesus had spoken But why did Christ eat the Judean desert near the Wadi
these words, He went out with Passover meal with His disciples on Qumran along the northwest
His disciples over the Brook the night of the 14th? Was it because shore of the Dead Sea roughly

Kidron, where there was a gar- He changed the Passover from

the1508c andap 70) had a differ-

den, which He and the disciples 15th to the 14th? The answer to that ent calendar, it is possible that
entered (John 13:2-5, 12-14; is no — He did not. It was the Jesus celebrated the Passover on

18:1). Jewish authorities who changed

the a different day than the official

That night Christ was arrested night of the Passover from the Jewish usage. He may have per-

(John 18:12), and in the morning HeL4th to the 15th. We read in 1

was scourged by Roman SolderBeter 2:21: “For to this you werg
(John 19:1). Then, at about 9:00 amalled, because Christ also su
He was crucified, and just before théered for us, leaving us an exan
first annual Holy Day of the seven-ple, that you should follow His
day Festival of Unleavened Breadteps.”
Christ's life came to an end (John Christ Himself said: “Do not
19:30-31). He was then buriedhink that | came to destroy th
before the night of the 15th, on the.aw or the Prophets. | did no
day the Jews call the preparatiosome to destroy but to fulfil. For
day. assuredly, | say to you, till heav
“Therefore, because it was en and earth pass away, one jot
the Preparation Day, that the one tittle will by no means pas
bodies should not remain on the from the law till all is fulfilled”
cross on the Sabbath (for that (Matthew 5:17-18). Christ ful-
Sabbath was a high day), the filled the law, which includes the

Christ fulfilled
the law by
keeping the
night of the
Passover with
His disciples on
14th Nisan

Jews asked Pilate that their legs Feast Days, by keeping the nig

T

might be broken, and that they of the Passover with His disciples formed the paschal rite without

might be taken away... on 14th Nisan. As Christians we

are using a lamb that had been ritu-

But when they came to Jesus commanded to follow in His foot- ally immolated in the Temple.

and saw that He was already steps. Those who claim that
dead, they did not break His Passover is on 15th Nisan are

legs... Then they took the body following the example of Jesus

of Jesus, and bound it in strips Christ.
of linen with the spices, as the  The following quote mentions:

the (New Catholic Encyclopaedia
not\ol. 10, page 1071).

Conclusion

We shall now conclude with a

custom of the Jews is to bury. The synoptics represent the review of what has been discussed
Now in the place where He was last supper as a paschal meal;so far. The children of Israel were
crucified there was a garden, the disciples “prepare the commanded to take one lamb per

and in the garden a new tomb in  Passover” (Mark 14:12-16
which no one had yet been laid. Matthew 28:17-19; Luke

; household and kill it in the evening
between the 13th and 14th. They

So there they laid Jesus, because 22:7-13), and in Luke 22:15 the then took the lamb into their homes
of the Jews’ Preparation Day, supper is explicitly called a where they roasted it with fire and

for the tomb was nearby. (John Passover meal, though none

of ate it that night (14th Nisan).

19:31, 33, 40-42). the Evangelists mention the At midnight the death angel

Christ's eating of the Passover lamb. However, John places the passed through the land of the
meal with His disciples and the supper on the evening before the Egyptians and all their firstborn
washing of their feet was on the Preparation Day, i.e., 24 hours were killed. But God passed over
night of 14th Nisan. He was arrested before the Jews ate the Passoverthe houses of Israel and delivered
that night, scourged during the early (John 13:1, 29; 18:28; 19:14, their firstborn from death. During

morning hours and then crucified. 31). This problem has receive

d the early morning hours they

He died about the ninth hour (3 pm no completely satisfactory solu- burned the remainder of the lamb,

— see Matthew 27:46, 50), shortly tion.

and collected from the Egyptians
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(who were by now urging them totold His disciples, during the day-commanding them to do likewise,
go) articles of silver, gold andlight part of the 13th, to go and preHe went out to the Mount of
clothing. They then made their waypare the Passover sacrifice. So th@lives. He was arrested that night,
to the assembly point at Ramasedisciples went into the city wherescourged during the early morning
during the daylight part of the 14ththey met a man who invited themhours and then crucified. He died
before moving out of Egypt on theinto his home and showed them ahortly before the night of the 15th.
night of the 15th. Then as God hadarge upper room where they couldhrist ate the Passover lamb with
instructed, they celebrated therepare the Passover meal. At sunsis disciples on the night of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread —— in the evening between the 13ti4th and was sacrificed as our
seven days. and 14th — they would have killedPassover Lamb on the same day

But by New Testament times theghe lamb and then prepared thbeecause He knew that the correct
Jewish authorities had moved thé&assover meal. biblical date for the observance of
killing of the lambs forward to the That night (14th Nisan) Christ atePassover was not the 15th day, but
daylight part of the 14th to providethe Passover meal with His discithe 14th day of the first month. The
enough time to slaughter them angles. Knowing that He was soon tdld Testament reveals that the
to allow the priests ample time tobe killed He then went on to explaimight of the Passover was 14th
perform the various ceremonial rit-that they were no longer to sacrificdNisan. Christ confirmed this to be
uals within the Jerusalem Templea lamb on the night of the 14th, butrue by observing the Passover on
Jesus Christ, however, knew that Mvere to eat unleavened breathe same night. As Christians we
was not necessary for their lambfstead, which is representative ohould be following the example
to be ritually immolated in the Christ's body, and to drink wine,that Christ set.

Temple. representative of His blood (life) The correct biblical date for the
He was also aware that it washed for the sins of mankindobservance of Passover is undoubt-
unbiblical for the people to eat thgMatthew 26:26-28). edly 14th Nisan, not 15th Nisan as

lamb on the night of the 15th. So He After washing their feet andsome have assumed.
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